Welcome to the Sisters of St, Joseph of Cluny

Back Row (Left to right) Sr. Andrew, Sr. Mary Josephine, Sr. Genevieve, Sr. Mary Patrice.
Front Row (Left to Right) Sr. Mary Elizabeth, Sr. Ena, Sr. Loretto, Sr. Teresa, Sr. Elizabeth.

Founded in 1798, by Anne-Marie Javouhey at Seurre, in Burgundy. The foundress was born in 1779, at Chamblanc, near Seurre,
and though only ten years old, she frequently fetched priests to the dying, at the risk of her own life, in the Revolution of 1789.
Nine years later she, with the help of a Trappist Father, founded a small congregation at Seurre, for the instruction of children and
for nursing the sick and taking charge of orphans. The congregation was intended to be on the same lines as the third order of the
Trappists. In 1804 Pius V11 passed through Seurre, after crowning Napoleon Bonaparte as emperor in Paris, and received Mother
Javouhey with three of her community and blessed them. In 1809 Mother Javouhey made her profession, after nine years'
preparation, and, having received the habit, was appointed superior-general of the congregation. The novitiate was established at
Cluny, and henceforth the congregation was known as the Sisters of St. Joseph of Cluny. Mother Javouhey died in 1851. The
sisters undertake all kinds of charitable Works, but they devote themselves especially to missionary labours and the education of
the young. Their rule was approved by Pius IX and confirmed by Leo XIII. The foundress was declared Venerable by the Holy See,
11 Feb., 1908. The sisters now number about 4000, and are widely spread over the world. The mother-house is in Paris, and there
are numerous houses of the congregation in various parts of France; there are houses also in Italy, Spain, Portugal, Belgium,
England, Scotland, Ireland, Chili, Peru, the East and West Indies, India, and Ceylon. In 1816 the congregation spread to the East
and West Coasts of Africa, Fiji, New Caledonia, and Victoria (Australia). Altogether 45,000 children are being educated by the
sisters, and 70,000 poor and sick are cared for by them in their various institutions, which now (1910) number 385. Thirty-one of
the sisters perished in the terrible catastrophe at Martinique, in 1902, when the town of St-Pierre was wrecked by a volcanic
eruption. In England the sisters have one house at Stafford, where there is a novitiate for the English-speaking subjects; there is a
high-class day-school attached to the convent. There are three houses in Scotland, all in Ayrshire, with which are connected a
boarding-school and 4 elementary schools, attended by 500 children. The sisters number 27.In Paris the famous hospital of
Pasteur is under the care of forty sisters of this congregation. (See Life of Rev. Mother Javouhey, Dublin, 1903.)



