






 

 

 
 
   
 
 
Last Friday we celebrated the eighth anniversary of the horrific terrorist attack on our country.  
We, as a people, will be forever changed by this event.  Beyond the fear that still dominates 
the way we perceive the world we remember the heroism of that day.  We will never forget 
the   image of those brave firemen marching into the burning twin towers towards their ulti-
mate death.  Here in Southern California we are also proud of the two firefighters who lost 
their lives in the Station Fire and the many who have been risking their lives for us fighting 
the many fires that have plagued the Southland.  We also remember the many police and 
other first responders and our young men and women who are     serving in the Armed 
Forces who risk their lives daily for our safety.  

 
These heroic acts restore our pride in the nobility of humanity as we are often surrounded by selfishness, pride and greed.  
There are also countless other examples around us of people who live lives of service and love for others.  Our parish is a 
great example of this through those who partake in the numerous ministries of our community.  We, as a parish, witness to 
the community around us and more by what we do than what we preach.  
 
Jesus came into the world to witness to us through word and action the love and mercy of God.   In today’s Gospel He  
invites the disciples to answer the question, “Who do people say that I am?”  Their response reflects back on God’s      
revealing himself to the people of God throughout the Old Testament.  They see him as Elijah or a prophet.  Peter         
recognizes him as the Christ, the Messiah or anointed one, but he still does not understand.  God is only going to be fully 
revealed to us through His Son Jesus Christ when He is rejected and takes up his cross and dies for us.  Jesus proves 
through not only his words but his actions his love for us.  
 
We cannot be Disciples of Christ if we are unwilling to do the same.  Jesus says, ““Whoever wishes to come after me must 
deny himself, take up his cross, and follow me. For whoever wishes to save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for 
my sake and that of the gospel will save it” (Mark 8:35).  Would we, if we were called, march with those firefighters into the 
burning building to our certain death? The Gospel continues with our Lord saying, “What will it profit them to gain the whole 
world and forfeit their life? “  This admonition of Christ should remind us even in the small sacrifices of our daily lives that 
we do not live for ourselves and we do not die for ourselves.  Jesus taught us and then showed us how to be good friends 
and servants to all.  
 On Saturday, October 24, 2009 we will celebrate a special “Blue Mass” honoring our Firemen and Police officers from 

our parish and community.  Please put this on your calendar and help us in honoring those who have been willing to 
sacrifice so much for our safety.  

 Also, please check the bulletin for information regarding registration for Religious Education Classes including        
sacramental preparation for First Holy Communion and Confirmation.  

 Our R.C.I.A. is beginning again.  Please help us invite any adults who may be interested in joining our Church or who 
need their Sacraments of Initiation.  

 We will be beginning our Adult Catechism Class on Monday, September 21.  We will begin the first two classes with a 
walk through of the Mass.  I promise you it will be a great opportunity for all to learn more about what we take for 
granted.  

 
 
Fr. John Provenza 
Pastor 
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New Bulletin Deadline 
 
 
 

All bulletin announcements must be turned in by  
Monday 5pm.  Our deadline from our publisher has 
been changed. Please turn in all  announcements to 
bulletin@marystar.org or fax them to  
(310)833-9254. 
Thank you for your support and cooperation.  

Eucharistic Holy Hour and  Benediction  
 Join us Every Wednesday at 6:00pm 
Jesus waits to take our cares, waits for our love and  
adoration, waits to fill us with “the peace the world  cannot 
give.” 

Bereavement Support 
Group  

Has New Location! 
Our bereavement support 
group now meets each          
Saturday from 3:30-4:30 in the 
patio room of the rectory. We 

are now handicapped accessible. Please enter through the 
gate at the southwest end of the parking lot. All are welcome 
any Saturday. Bring a friend and join us. For more information, 
call Paula at (310) 547-2103.  

Cardinal Mahony Prayer 
Breakfast 

The tables are filling up for the      
Cardinal’s Prayer Breakfast on     
September 15th at the  Cathedral. 
The bus is  confirmed and there is no 
charge, The bus will depart from the 
rectory at 5:30am and return at 

10:00am to the same location. The cost for the event 
(Rosary led by Bishop, mass celebrated by the Cardinal 
and breakfast to hear the Knights of Columbus Supreme 
Knight) is only $25 pp and we will sit at our Mary Star of 
the Sea tables. To reserve a place contact John Fer at 
(310) 833-3541 ext. 223. Checks should be made out to 
“Catholic Prayer Breakfast.” 

Sacred Heart  
Enthronement and Home 

Blessing Sign-Ups 
All parishioners are invited to sign up 
for a Home Blessing and  
Enthronement of the Sacred Heart of 
Jesus and the Immaculate Heart of 
Mary. The enthronement program 

has been a part of the prayer life of Mary Star of the 
Sea parish since Msgr. Gallagher approved it in 1996. 
 
To sign up and prepare for your enthronement, please 
contact Zeny Lerma, Enthronement Coordinate, at   
310-514-9238 or 310-833-3541 to schedule your     
enthronement date. Or, you can meet Zeny,            
Eucharistic Minister at the 5:15pm weekday Masses at 
Mary Star of the Sea Church.  

Filipino Community 
The Filipino Community of Mary Star of 
the Sea invites EVERYONE to join in the 
celebration of the feast day of our saint, 
San Lorenzo Ruiz. Preceding the actual 
feast day on Saturday, Sept. 26th, a    
novena will be held after the 5:15PM 
Mass after Our Lady of  Perpetual Help 
Wednesday, Sept. 16th thru Friday,. Sept. 
25th. The novena will not be held on  

Sunday, Sept. 20th but will continue on Monday.  
 
We will hold a reception on the church patio immediately    
following the feast day Mass Saturday. This is your opportunity 
to gain spiritual strength in your Faith by praying to San 
Lorenzo Ruiz who died defending his love for Our Lord. We 
look forward to seeing you there. God Bless! 

Attention All Groups! 
Pastoral Planning Meeting 

The next Pastoral Planning meeting will take place in the   
Parish Center Round Room on Tuesday, September 15, 
2009 at 3:30pm.  All ministries and organizations are 
asked to attend. 
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RCIA is Back! 
Our RCIA group has begun 
meeting again, but it's not 
too late to join! If you are 
interested in becoming a 
Catholic, or if you are a 
baptized Catholic who still 
needs to receive your First 

Communion and Confirmation, then you are eligible to 
join RCIA.  
 
RCIA, which stands for "Rite of Christian Initiation of 
Adults," meets every Thursday night from 7 pm to 9 pm in 
Room 111 of the Msgr. Scott Bldg. (the old high school). 
Active, practicing Catholics who would be interested in 
accompanying someone new on the journey of faith are 
also needed. For more information about RCIA, or to sign 
up, please call Fr. Brian at (310) 833-3541. 

 
Join us at the L.A. Galaxy game at the Home Depot Sta-
dium featuring Jacob and Matthew Live in Concert on 
September 19. For more information contact George.  
 
LIFE Nights 
September 13– TBA  
 
New: Life Teen Bible Night!!! 
Every Tuesday 7:00pm in the Youth Room— 
B.Y.O.B. ( Bring Your Own Bible)  
 
Coming Soon: 
Dead Theologians Society 
Life Teen Inspiration 
 
Registration 
New Confirmation Registration Forms are now available. 
Please note that there is no longer a Tuesday option for 
Confirmation as it has been replaced with a Wednesday 
option. If you have any questions or for more information 
please contact George at (310) 833-3541 ext 220.  
 

Youth Ministry Office 
Youthministry@marystar.org 
George Vasquez @ ext. 220 

 
Our Office is Located in the Msgr. Scott Building (formerly 

the Mary Star High School) in the old library.  

Wedding Banns 
Miguel Martinez and Virginia 
 Geronima 
Gregory Lauro and Maria Funiciello 
Alfonso Quezada and Cindy 
 Gutierrez 

RELIGIOUS  
EDUCATION  

Classes begin soon! Sign up now 
while there’s still time! Registration 
requires a completed application 
form, (available at entrances of 
church) Copy of child’s  baptism 
certificate and Tuition fee of $65. 

Family plan  available. Need more  information?  Call the 
Religious Ed. Office (310) 833-3541 ext. 221 
 

LITTLE CHURCH  
Held in the Msgr. Scott Bldg Sundays during 9:00am Mass 
This is a religious education program for 3, 4 and 5 year 
olds. Bring your little ones to learn about God’s wonderful 
creation while you attend Mass. Program starts October 4th 
Questions?  Call (310) 833-3541 ext 221 
 

LITURGY OF THE WORD WITH CHILDREN 
Beginning October 4th, Children in Grades 1-6 are  
encouraged to participate. Children leave to the Parish   
Center to hear the Sunday readings. Then return to the 
Mass for the liturgy of the Eucharist. Occurs during the  
Sunday 9:00am Mass. There is no need to sign up. 
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Maritime Ministry News 
 
“Whoever wishes to follow Me, must 
deny himself, take up his 
cross…” (Mark 8:34) 
 
Though Peter said: “You are the 
Christ” in one instant, he tried to     
dissuade Jesus from His passion the 

next moment. His belief was the result of his union with 
Jesus, his prompting to prevent Jesus from dying was his 
convenient way out of taking the cross over comfort, the 
needed sacrifice to follow Him.  
 
We too can fall into this comfort zone as “split-Christians.” 
many Sunday Mass-goers are weekend neo-pagans. One 
moment, one’s faith shines before all, then one’s moral 
conduct fails. We all need personal integration of faith and 
morals. This integration can only be done by taking the 
cross over comfort. 
 
Our Maritime Ministry offers opportunity for our sailors to 
integrate their faith and values in life. Given the time and 
having interest for “things of the spirit,” our mission can 
help bridge whatever gap to transform their harsh        
seafaring life with all the rigors into their personal         
integration and faith development. Be part of our work. 
Kudos to Frank and Melissa DiMeglio as new volunteer 
drivers.  

Vehicle for Sale  
Mary Star is selling the vehicle that     
Fr. Brian (and before him Fr. Gilbert) 
has been driving, a 2004 Honda CR-V 
EX. It has 4WD, automatic           
transmission, A/C, power windows 
and locks, 5 CD changer and 4-wheel 
ABS. It is in very good condition, with 

approximately 110,000 miles on it. Blue Book value is 
approx. $10,800, but we are selling it for $8500. Contact 
Josephine if interested (310) 833-3541 at ext. 205 

Mary Star Retreat 
for Men 

The men of our parish will 
make their annual retreat to 
Sierra Madre at the  
Passionist Retreat House 
the weekend of October 2-4, 

2009. In the quiet sitting of the San Gabriel foothills, the 
Passionist staff will guide you to a renewal of your faith and 
a new perspective on your life. Private room and bath, 
meals, outdoor Stations of the Cross, and beautifully  
landscaped grounds all lend themselves to the spiritual 
benefits of the preached retreat. 
Suggested donation $180.00 ($50.00 deposit required). 
Contacts: John Scognamillo (310) 382-4407, Joe Marino 
(310) 833-5413, Ross Bacica (310) 831-5282 or  
Anthony Misetich, Jr. (310) 831-6415.  

BLUE MASS 
Please join us for a Blue Mass honoring our men and 
women who serve as police, firefighters and EMTs.  Mass 
will be at 5:15 pm on Saturday, October 24th in Mary Star 
of the Sea Church.  A reception will follow in the auditorium 
sponsored by the Angel's Gate Council of the Knights of 
Columbus.  Please contact Grand Knight Nick Vilicich at 
(310) 833-4537 or Deputy Grand Knight John Fer at (310) 
833-3541 ext. 223 for more details. 

Healing Service 
Mary Star Prayer Group invites you 
to share in God’s blessing at Mary 
Star of the Sea Church on Friday, 
September 25th at 7:00 p.m. for 
praise and worship. Mass will be at 
7:30pm. Main celebrant will be Fr. 
Ray Roh, OBS of the Monastery of 
the Risen Christ in San Luis Obispo, 
CA.  

Bishop Conaty Memorial High School  
Class of 1959  

A 50th Reunion is planned for October 17, 2009. For more 
information please call Fran Butler Madigan at  
(562) 943-5326. 

24th Sunday of the Year 
The Lord God opens our ears that we 
may hear. Lord, what are you asking of 
me? How do you want me to serve you? 
(Isaiah 50:4-9) 
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PRAYERS FOR THE 
SICK 

 
PLEASE PRAY FOR… 
 
Ryan Farhand,  Sam Palmer,  
Wink Winkenbach,  Jessica Mastan, 

 Roger Chirez,  Robert Charles Larson,  
Teresita Medina Ortega,  Edward Rivas, Teresa Ortega, 
Claude Connell, George Wilson, Valery Tatum, 
Margaret McClenaghan, Aida Miranda, Brandie Alarcon, 
Violeta N. Puzcon, Carolina Onorato, Suni Yoo, 
Juan Pedro Batiz, Mary Bacica, Carolina Onorato 

Life Chain 
To begin our celebration of Respect 
Life Month Mary Star of the Sea Parish 
once again will sponsor the annual Life 
Chain on Sunday, October 4, 2009, 

from 2:00-3:00pm on Gaffey St. between 5th and 10th Sts.  
Registration will take place at the corner of 9th and Gaffey 
Sts. at 1:45pm.  We will furnish signs and balloons to      
support the sanctity of life.  All local area churches have 
been invited to take part in this silent prayer vigil.  Please 
join us for an expession that is more important than ever.  
For information please contact John Fer at (310) 833-3541, 
ext. 223. 

Annual Regional Congress 
The Office of Religious Education in San Pedro Pastoral 
Region of the Archdiocese of Los Angeles invites all who 
want to deepen their faith to attend its Annua Regional 
Congress “Lord, Renew & Bless Us, As We Walk in Your 
Ways” scheduled Saturday, October 3 at St. Matthias High 
in Downey. Pre-registration is  suggested, please contact 
the Religious Education  Office or review the registration 
online: www.archdiocese.la/regions/sp/re.html. If you are     
interested in registering for the day or for other details, 
please call Katrina Plascencia or Nancy Logo at  
(562) 630-6272 or email at: karina@sppr.org or  
nancylong@sppr.org.  

The South Bay Living Rosary 
The South Bay Living Rosary invites you to attend the fol-
lowing documentary and discussion:  

FATIMA, THE MIRACLE OF THE SUN 
Thursday, September 17th Nativity Parish Hall and 
Saturday, September 19th at St. James Parish Hall. 
6:30 pm Doors Open; 7 pm - 8:30 pm Documentary & 
Open Discussion (No charge for admission) 
Bring a friend, snack/drink, and enjoy! For more            
information, please contact Jane Sonoda at (310) 
619-4636 or Angeles Haro-Haney at (310) 798-8224 

Joseph and Mary Retreat House 
The following are the upcoming retreats you can find at 
the Joseph and Mary Retreat House: 
 
Sat. Sept.19th  9:am to 3:30pm  “Adding Color to Our 
Prayers” (Absolutely no artistic skills required! 
 
Sat. Sept-26th  10am to 2:30pm “Dancing through  
Darkness” A retreat for women with fibromyalgia. 
 
Fri. Oct. 2nd to Sun. Oct.4th   “See, I Make All things New”  
This retreat focuses on the fact that God calls us to be 
“supernaturally” natural. 
 
Sun. Oct. 4th 9:30am to 5:00pm “A Day of Silent           
Contemplation”  A silent bilingual Ch’an retreat from the 
Chinese tradition. 
 
Sat. Oct. 17th  9:30am to 3:30pm  ‘Beyond Crisis: From 
Panic to Possibility”  An empowerment retreat. 
 
Wed. Oct. 28  9:30am to 1:30pm  “Give Sorrow Words” A 
grief workshop. 
For additional information and registration go to 
www.maryjoseph.org or call (310)377-4867. 

Don’t forget to  
celebrate  

Grandparents Day 
Sunday, Sept.13th 
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MSSE and MSHS News 

Mary Star of the Sea  
High School 

 
MSHS News: 
 
 The high school will be            
communicating with families and 

friends via electronic newsletters.  If you would like to 
receive an electronic MSHS newsletter, please provide 
us your email address through our website.  Simply click 
on “Add Me to Your Newsletter Subscriber List” and 
send us your email address. 

 
 All alumni are asked to visit our website and register his/

her information.  It is a fun and easy way to find old 
classmates and to help support our school.  Please visit 
the alumni section at www.marystarhigh.com. 

 
 
MSHS Upcoming Events: 
 
 September 14-19 is Freshmen Welcome Week.  We will 

be welcoming all our 9th graders with different activities 
throughout the week, including a Welcome Pep Rally on 
Thursday, a Freshman Day of Prayer on Friday and a 
Freshman Class Trip on Saturday! Welcome aboard 
freshmen! 

 
 All MSHS parents are highly encouraged to attend our 

Parent Meeting Wednesday, September 16, 7 – 8:30 
PM in the gym.  This meeting will focus on helping    
parents be familiar with our on-line grading program     
PowerSchool.  Please take time to come to this         
informative evening on how to be better follow about 
your student’s academic progress. 

 
 

MSSE News: 
Each year we begin the school year by 
inviting all families to a social at Cold 
Stones Creamery on Western.  This 
last Thursday families gathered to 
share ice cream and to share         
conversation.  A   percent of the profits 
return to the school but the highlight is 
the camaraderie that is enjoyed by all.  

Thank you to all of the friends and families who turned out 
this year! 
 
Mary Star is blessed to have faculty that is academically 
qualified, enthusiastic about education, and Catholic.  This 
week I would like to introduce to a few more members of 
this extraordinary group. 
 Mr. Roberto Valadez is the 6th grade homeroom 
teacher.  He teaches Math to 6th, 7th, and 8th grade as well 
as Science to 8th grade.  This is his 7th year teaching for the 
Archdiocese of Los Angeles and his 3rd year here at Mary 
Star.   He has a Masters in Child and Adolescent literacy 
and has completed all courses for his California teaching 
Credential at Loyola Marymount University. 
 Mrs. Alyssa Kooper is our Kindergarten teacher.  She 
has completed her California State Teaching Credential 
and has over 80 hours training as a reading specialist.  She 
is a product of Catholic school as a graduate of our High 
School.  She has an incredible well of patience and 
amazes me every year with the progress her students 
make in their first year of formal education. 
 Ms. Aggie DiTucci is our 3rd grade teacher and has 
devoted 14 years to Catholic education.  She has com-
pleted all courses for her California Teaching Credential 
and has a Masters in Education from Pepperdine Univer-
sity.  She has completed over 80 hours training as a read-
ing specialist and has touched many lives here at Mary 
Star. 

 
This is just a sample of the phenomenal staff here at 

Mary Star of the Sea Elementary School! 
 
God Bless You, 
Noreen Maricich 
Principal 



 

 

Mass Schedule 
Saturday,    September 12,  2009 
8:00 a.m. — Giuseppe & Rosa DiMeglio by Daughter Anna (d) 
5:15 p.m.– Abel C. Galletti by Wife Sarah & Family (d) 
Sunday,      September 13, 2009 
9:00 a.m.– George Pisano & Family by Sharron & Donald 
 Brundige  
 Giorgeo Pisano by Christina Pesce & Family (d) 
 Antica Mirkovich by Dan & Nina-Jo Mircovich (d) 
 Barbara Curci by Dan & Nina-Jo Mircovich (d)  
12:00 p.m.–John Bijelic by Wife Meri (d) 
1:30 p.m.– Mike Jezin by Wife Celestine Jezin (d) 
5:00 p.m.– Amelia F. Gagliardi by the Mandel Family (d) 
Monday,    September 14, 2009 
8:00 a.m. — John Scalo by Wife Patricia (d) 
5:15 p.m. — Frank Sogliuzzo by Theresa Messano &  
 Family (d) 
Tuesday,     September  15, 2009 
8:00 a.m. —Armando & Evelyn Iamele by Son Richard Iamele 
 & Family (d) 
5:15 p.m. — Nolelle & Daniella Gregorio by Mom, Dad &  
 Family (d) 
Wednesday,   September 16, 2009 
8:00 a.m.–  Enedina Rendon by Family (d) 
 Mary Donatoni by Family (d) 
5:15 p.m.– Vlado Pavlakovich by Wife Naida & Family (d) 
 Maria Nobilione by Anna DiLeva (d) 
 Giovanna Poole by Steve & Mary Swartwood (d) 
Thursday,  September 17, 2009 
8:00 a.m.– Antonino Palma by the Palma Family (d) 
5:15 p.m.– Gene Moretine by Wife Josephine & Family (d) 
 Ralph & Lucy Galante by Michael & Nancy  
 Vezzuto (d) 
 Ante & Simica Viducic by Son & daughter-in-law (d) 
Friday,      September 18, 2009 
8:00 a.m.– William (Bill) Paleologopoulos by Julia Dolan (d) 
5:15 p.m.– John Chavez by Rosslyn Ross (d) 
Saturday,    September 19, 2009 
8:00 a.m. — Vido & Ann Druskovich by Daughter & Family (d) 
5:15 p.m.– Bob 7 Zorka Dragovich by Daughter Maria  
 Dragovich (d) 
Sunday,      September 20, 2009 
7:30 a.m.– Katie & Andrew Mardesich by Dinka & Augie 
9:00 a.m.  –Mary D’Ambrosi by Nick D’Ambrosi (d) 
 George Pisano & Family by Sharron & Donald  
 Brundige 
10:30 a.m.– Mass for the People 
12:00 p.m.– Vieko, Spiro & Ante Huljev by Brother &  
 Family (d) 
1:30 p.m.– Petar & Ljubica Bacich by Bob & Mary Bacich (d) 
5:00 p.m.– Mary & Mike Jezin by Daughter Janie Cardamone 
 & Ann Jezin (d) 
6:30 p.m.– Maria Sasso by giovan G. sasso & Family (d) 

Parish Events of the Week 
Saturday,      September 12, 2009 
9:30 a.m.– Catechist Retreat– MGPC & MSB 
Sunday,       September 13, 2009 
9:00 a.m.– Little Church– MSB Rm. 112 
Monday,       September 14, 2009  
Auditorium Closed All Day 
6:30 p.m.– Italian Class MGPC RR 
7:00 p.m.– Choir Practice– Church 
7:30 p.m.– RCIA Inquiry– MSB Rm. 115 
Tuesday,       September 15, 2009 
Auditorium Closed All Day 
3:30 p.m.– Pastoral Planning Meeting– MGPC RR 
7:00 p.m.– Parent orientation– Church 
7:00 p.m.– Prayer Group– MGPC Chapel 
Wednesday  September 16, 2009 
Auditorium Closed All Day 
4:14 p.m.– CCD Begins 
5:15 p.m.– Junior High CCD Begins 
6:00 p.m.– Holy Hour with Benediction– Church 
Thursday,     September 17, 2009 
Auditorium Closed All Day 
9:00 a.m.– Elementary School Benediction– Church 
9:00 a.m.– Little Rock Bible Study– MGPC RR 
6:00 p.m.– I.C.F. members Meeting– MGPC LR, RR & 
 Kitchen 
7:00 p.m.– RCIA– MSB Rm. 111 
7:00 p.m.– St. Vincent de Paul Meeting– Rectory SCR 
Friday,          September 18, 2009 
Auditorium Closed Half A Day 
9:00 a.m.– Elementary School Mass– Church 
7:00 p.m.– Rosary– MGPC Chapel 
Saturday,      September 19, 2009  
9:45 a.m.– CCD Begins 
5:15 p.m.– Tamale Sale 
Sunday,       September 20, 2009 
9:00 a.m.– Little Church– MSB Rm. 112 
9:00 a.m.– Catechetical Sunday Commissioning Mass– 
 Church 
11:00 a.m.– RCIC Begins– MSB Rm. 111 
 
Check with your Parish or School, Ministry or Group to  
confirm dates & times. Times and Events may not  
represent the exact  time of an event. 
MSB– Msgr. Scott Building (Old High School Building) 
MKH– Msgr. Kieffer Hall (Old Marian Hall) 
MGPC– Msgr. Patrick Gallagher Parish Center 
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